[Effect of CTLA4-Ig on radiographic outcome of patients with rheumatoid arthritis].
CTLA4-Ig (abatacept) is a recombinant fusion protein containing components of immunoglobulin G (IgG) and cytotoxic T-lymphocyte-associated protein-4 that inhibit costimulatory signal from antigen presenting cells and prevent activation of T cells. Abatacept significantly ameliorated signs and symptoms and improved physical function of patients with rheumatoid arthritis (RA) who had shown inadequate response to methotrexate (MTX) or TNF antagonists. Abatacept also retarded the radiological progression of structural damage of affected joints in MTX-resistant patients. This article briefly discussed the mechanism of action and the results of clinical trials of abatacept.